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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 According to the Pew Research Center, Islam is the fastest growing religious 
system in the world. Beyond this, it is also the second largest religion in the world, 
with numerous projections stating it will become the largest religion by the mid 21st 
Century. With Islam’s rapid growth rate and increased immigration to Western 
countries, Christians in the Western world will experience more and more 
interaction with Muslims.  

 Considering this, there is a pressing need to understand what Islam is: it’s 
history, doctrines, and practices. On top of this, there needs to be an intentional 
effort to evaluate the truth claims of Islam through history, science, and the Bible. 
This course will seek to provide a basic overview of Islamic history and teachings, 
as well as a coherent biblical response to Islamic truth claims. The end goal is to 
encourage students to be willing to share the gospel confidently with their Muslim 
neighbors and friends.  

COURSE TEXTBOOKS 

No God But One: Allah or Jesus? by Nabeel Qureshi (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 2016). 283 pages 

Reaching Muslims by Nick Chatrath (Oxford: Monarch Books, 2011). 104 pages 

THE BIG QUESTION 

 How do we as Christians engage with Islamic beliefs and practices in an 
informed and engaging manner? 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1) The student will know the history behind the Islamic faith 
2) The student will understand the central doctrines and practices of the 

Islamic faith 
3) The student will be able to give clear answers in response to these beliefs 

and practices 
4) The student will be given direction on how to engage in meaningful 

dialogue about faith with Muslims 
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Textbook Reading and Summary Paper – 30% 
• The student is expected to read the assigned textbooks in their entirety by 

their respected due dates. During the reading of the first text (No God But 
One) the student will be expected to write a summary of each of the ten 
main sections. These summaries are expected to be around a half a page 
long per section and may be written informally. The expectation is that the 
student ought to be able to process the material from each chapter and give 
a concise recap in their own words. The total expected length is 5 pages. The 
due dates: 

• No God But One (15%) – Due Oct. 31st    
• Chapter Summaries (10%) – Due Oct. 31st    
• Reaching Muslims (5%) – Due Dec. 9th  

Due Oct. 31st & Dec. 9th 

Research Paper or Interview – 35% 
• The student will be given the option to choose between doing a research 

paper on a given topic (see below) or doing an interview with a practicing 
Muslim.  

• The research paper is designed to give the student an opportunity to dig 
deeper into a topic that is pertinent to what Islam teaches. The focus should 
not be on polemics, but rather academic research. The paper must be 8 
pages in length, with no less than 8 relevant academic sources. It must be 
written on one of the following topics: 

o Islam and the Crusades 
o Do terror attacks reflect Muhammad’s teachings? 
o What are the differences between Shiite and Sunni Muslims? 
o The Reliability of the Qur’an 
o Who is Jesus according to Islam? 

• The interview assignment is designed to give the student an opportunity to 
ask a practicing Muslim intentional questions in order to better understand 
what that individual believes. This is especially beneficial in allowing 
Western Canadian Muslims to reiterate what they believe and how that 
looks in their day-to-day life. This can be done either in person, by phone/
skype, or via Facebook Messenger. Some examples of questions you may ask 
are: 

o Do you follow the “five pillars” of Islam? 
o Have you faced discrimination as a result of your religion? If so, how? 
o How do you know Islam is the true faith? 
o What is the biggest threat to Muslims today? 

• Remember that this is not an evangelistic assignment but merely a chance to 
find out more about what this individual’s worldview is. If they ask you 
about what you believe don’t hesitate to respond, but don’t try to force the 
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gospel into the conversation. You will be required to hand in your transcript 
of the conversation, as well as a 4 page written report on the beliefs of the 
interviewee.  

Due Nov. 20th 

Class Participation – 10% 
• Each student is expected to contribute in meaningful, constructive ways 

throughout the class. This means contributing to conversations, debates, and 
class discussions. Simply nodding and saying, “I agree” is not adequate for 
getting by. Asking questions and backing up your statements with valid 
reasoning will be more of what is being looked for.  

Due Throughout the Class 

Final Exam – 25% 
• There will be an exam that recaps what has been covered in class. Things to 

study will include terminology, central practices, and the general Islamic 
concepts and doctrinal teachings.  

Due Dec. 17th 

 All written assignments are to be typed in accordance with the NBC Study 
Guide for papers. Assignments will be graded based on content, clarity, grammar, 
and spelling. Assignments will be due no later than 5:00 pm on the day that they 
are assigned.   

ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
• Refer to the NBC Handbook 2019/2020 

LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY: 
• Refer to the NBC Handbook 2019/2020 

Reading: 387 Pages 
Writing: 9-13 (decided by assignment choice) 

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Aslan, Reza. No god But God. New York, NY: Random House Publishing Group, 
2011. 

BT226 – Christianity and Islam Page �  Fall 2019 3



Braswell, George W. Islam: Its Prophet, Peoples, Politics and Power. Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holdman Publishers, 1996.  

Caner, Ergun Mehmet and Emir Fethi Caner. Unveiling Islam (2nd ed). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2009.  

Gauss, James F. Islam & Christianity: A Revealing Contrast. Alachua, FL: Bridge-
Logos, 2009. 

Geisler, Norman L. and Abdul Saleeb. Answering Islam, 2nd Ed. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Books, 2002.  

Glaser, Ida and Hannah Kay. Thinking Biblically About Islam. Carlisle, UK: Langham 
Gloval Library, 2016. 

Hexham, Irving. Understanding World Religions. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
2011.  

Qureshi, Nabeel. Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014.  

_____________. No God but One: Allah or Jesus? Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
2016.  

Saal, William J. Reaching Muslims for Christ. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1991.  

Tieszen, Charles. A Textual History of Christian-Muslim Relations. Minneapolis, MN: 
Fortress Press, 2015.  

BT226 – Christianity and Islam Page �  Fall 2019 4


