
Nipawin Bible College  
Course: MI224 Outreach Ministry Practicum 
Instructor: Mrs. Julie Fehr 
Winter 2020 
3 Credit Hours 
julie@nipawin.org 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students will participate in an intense ministry practicum designed to expose them 
to a broad range of needs and ministry opportunities in an urban context. 

COURSE TEXTBOOKS 
Corbett, Steve and Brian Fikkert. When Helping Hurts. Chicago, IL: Moody 

Publishers, 2009. (pp. 21-249) 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
The Practicum is designed . . . 
1. To give the student personal exposure to a variety of established inner city 

ministries. They will be given varying opportunities  
  • to gather information from those who work in the field 
  • to observe the ministries as they take place 
  • to participate to varying degrees as a guest to these ministries  
2. To provide the student with a clearer understanding of social justice issues today 

and particularly the issues present in our Canadian urban centers.  
3. To provide opportunities to experience the joy and privilege of serving people in 

need. 
4. To promote in the heart of each student, a Christ-like compassion for people as 

they meet some very needy people face to face. 
5. To develop a better understanding of where their gifts and interests may fit in 

with a variety of ministry opportunities. 
6. To challenge the student to develop skills necessary to meet the changing 

demands of:  
  • servanthood in this unique setting  
  • working as a unified and effective team 

REQUIREMENTS 
1. Orientation 

Attendance and participation in the orientation meetings is mandatory and 
promptness is expected. Discretionary absences are not allowed for this 
course, including orientation meetings. For EVERY absence or late, grade 
penalties will apply as indicated in the Student Handbook. Orientation will 
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include a variety of presentations to help prepare you for the practicum, 
along with emphasis on spiritual preparation. Punctuality, attentiveness and 
participation are key expectations. 

Tentative Dates: Nov 6, November 27, December 4 (1:30), 9 and January 13th @ 
4:00pm on Wednesdays, 6:30pm on Mondays       

2. Textbook Reading Assignment (20%) Due Date: January 13th 2020 

Read pgs 21-249 of When Helping Hurts by Corbett and Finkert. You are not 
required to write a paper or even “mark it up”. However, be prepared to 
discuss it during the January orientation session and during the trip itself. 
This book is widely referenced by mission agencies specifically UGM and 
Compassion.  

3. Practicum Journal (20%) 
The student will record and submit a journal of the practicum experience. The 
journal is to be done daily, providing details and reflections upon the day-to-
day activities of the practicum. The purpose of this is to provide an "inside 
look" at the overall experience. Grading criteria for the journal will be: 
consistency in entries and depth of interaction. Much more than simply being a 
record of what you did, it needs to also comment on insights, personal 
reflections, lessons learned, evaluation, etc. 
No entries may be made after we arrive in Nipawin. It is best to make your 
entries on the same day or AT LATEST, the day after the experience. 

4. Evaluations (40%) 
Each student will be evaluated by their peers and the instructor in a number of 
areas including willingness to serve, contribution to the needs of the team, 
flexibility, daily preparation for ministry, dedication to the tasks at hand, and 
openness to learn.  
Late penalties apply to students doing the evaluation. 

Journals and Evaluations are due Monday February 3rd @ 5:00pm 

5. Practicum Analysis/Synthesis Interview (20%)  

The student will engage in a 30-40 minute 1 on 1 conversation with the 
instructor(s), the following questions (among others) will be discussed:  

 a.  What have you learned about yourself? 
• how well did you adjust/respond to the needs seen during the 

practicum? 
• how has this experience shaped your understanding of your 

giftedness? 
 b. What have you learned about others? 
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  • what have you learned about the urban poor?   
          • how have your perceptions changed as a result of this experience? 
 c. What have you learned about ministry? 
  • the kind of leadership needed in urban ministry 
  • urban ministry specifically  
  • servanthood, teamwork, personalities, unity, etc. 
   
This is conversation will take place after the trip and is an opportunity for 
honest feedback. It will factor in peer assessments, leader assessments and your 
own journal entries. Please come prepared to discuss these.  

Summary of Grading Criteria: 
The Student will receive a grade based upon the following criteria: 

Textbook 20%  .............................................
Journal 20%  ................................................
Analysis/Synthesis 20% ...............................
Instructor & Peer Evaluations 40% ...............
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Outreach Mission Practicum  
Our Commitment 

 

General Ministry 
1. To be spiritually prepared.  

a. Make all things right with God and with man. 
b. Be in the Word every day. 
c. Be ready to love and to serve 
d. Find Jesus’ heart for ministry. 
e. We will be going to some places where Satan wins most of the battles, 

where his most oppressed victims live. Jesus met with these people. Read 
from the Gospels to see Jesus’ focus and how He related with people. 

2. To maintain our focus.  Observe, learn, serve. Our entertainment is of no 
concern. No TV watching in rooms. 

3. To make team unity a priority — Think of others BEFORE ourselves. Whining, 
complaining during ministry is very inappropriate. Our focus is to be on the 
needs of our team and on the needs of those we meet. For this intense time, we 
come last. 

4. To be on time —This shows respect for teammates. Everyone needs to sacrifice 
to be on time, not just some. 

5. To be proactive in support raising—Take initiative in delivering support letters 
(provided by NBC), make presentations at your church, answer questions, 
follow up with possible supporters, update supporters, and give out thank you 
cards after the trip.  

Working in the Inner City 
6. To respect ministry leadership — by remembering that you are a temporary 

guest, an assistant or observer to the ministry. We do not know better. They 
make mistakes, but they know far more than we do. Understand that you don’t 
have all the answers, but you do know about your faith.  

7. To respect the needy  — It is an honor to serve fellow creations of God. But for 
God’s grace, we would be in their shoes. They need a helping hand from 
someone and we can do that. 

8. To respect boundaries — Boundaries are for your protection and set down by 
those who know. Be wise enough to know when you are out of your element 
and need to depend on the wisdom of others. 

a. geographical – no alleys, off the beaten path – never (unless with NBC 
staff leader approval.) 

b. numbers – always stay with someone 
c. gender – work with your gender primarily.  

MI224 Outreach Ministry Practicum Page  Winter 20204



d. signals – eye contact signal  if you are having trouble with someone or 
want help. 

e. Friendships – remember you are there for only a short time. Don’t 
promise too much or have them attach to you too much. 

f. anonymity  

o first name only, never give out your address or telephone number or 
email, etc 

o guide inquirers/contacts to ministry site staff, including mail, phone, 
email, etc. 

o you are not indispensible 

o you are highly susceptible to being conned, by some who make a 
living at it 

o this applies to ministry staff too as some are former ministry 
recipients in rehab 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Outreach Mission Practicum 
Unofficial Ministry Descriptions Sampler 

Presentations, On-site Ministry Visits and Vancouver Contexts 

Power To Change Head Office 
A tour will be given of their national headquarters. We will meet those who 
administer dozens of programs and will have a chance to see the administrative 
side of ministry. 

Chinatown 
In the heart of old Vancouver, we will be immersed in a very large Chinese 
community with lots of opportunity to experience a fascinating culture.  

Middle Eastern Friendship Centre 
A ministry focused on outreach to the thousands of Arabs in the lower mainland of 
BC, particularly Surrey. 

Temple Visits 
We will be visiting Buddhist and Sikh temples, and a Mosque to provide some 
firsthand experience with some of the most prolific world religions. 

Westminster Abbey 
A Benedictine Seminary and Church. A tour will be given, the work will be 
described to us, and we will have opportunity to ask questions about this unique 
Catholic ministry. 

Northview Community Church 
Located in Abbotsford, this is one of Canada's largest evangelical Churches with a 
weekend attendance of over 3000. We will attend one of their Sunday morning 
churches. 

Willingdon Church 
A very large urban church. Several thousand attend each Sunday. Services are 
translated into 10 languages, including Cantonese and Russian. A chef is on staff to 
offer a unique Sunday meal ministry for the visitors to the church and as an 
opportunity for the members to fellowship with seekers following the Church 
services. 

Union Gospel Mission 
An interdenominational rescue mission with locations around the lower mainland, 
reaching out to the poor and needy. Provides emergency food clothing and shelter, 
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recovery programs for drug and alcohol dependency, care for special needs, and 
hope through sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Ministry Participation 
  
Gleaners     
Fresh and frozen vegetable produce and apples are donated by a committed set of 
produce partners.  Gleaners will then, chop, slice and dice, dry and mix, 
transforming the goods into a tasty just-add-water soup mix. The soup mix is then 
released into the hands of reliable, reputable distribution partners who send to over 
40 countries in the developing world.   

Kingcrest ESL 
Reaches out interculturally to all the people groups of southeast Vancouver, using 
mainly an ESL program and international potluck dinners in partnership with five 
local ethnic churches. In this ministry we will work with refugees who do not 
qualify for other ESL programs because they cannot qualify for funding without 
Landed Immigrant status.  

Mall Ministry 
Ministering to the lonely who come to the mall to make social connection. We will 
share kindness and conversation with the goal of helping them find Christ. 

Mennonite Central Committee 
A broad ministry involved in missions and relief efforts all over the world. We will 
be helping in their warehouse as they prepare to send material help overseas. 

Mission Possible  
Outreach to the poor in Vancouver’s downtown east side that provides food, 
clothing, counseling, and career help. Opportunities will include serving and 
cleaning tables with some one-on-one ministry in this drop-in center.  

Streetlight 
A relief ministry to the poorest part of Vancouver. Under the direction of Union 
Gospel Mission, hot chocolate is taken to the people on the streets at night, with 
the hope of praying with them and sharing the Gospel 

Wagner Hills 

Wagner Hills Farm Society provides rehabilitation ministry to men and women with 
addiction. The two working farms provide a place of beauty, peace and safety for 
men and women to recover, to heal and to find hope and purpose for their lives. 

Salvation Army 
A ministry offering practical assistance for children and families, often tending to 
the basic necessities of life including serving free meals, provides shelter for 
homeless people and rehabilitation for people who have lost control of their lives to 
an addiction.
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