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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
 Does a literal creation of the universe as described in the Bible really matter 
to the Gospel? Jesus, the Old Testament prophets and the New Testament apostles 
affirmed the biblical creation account as historical. Likewise, the Early Church 
Fathers affirmed the biblical age of the universe as about 6000 years old. Yet today, 
many Christian scholars, teachers and pastors argue that the Bible does not 
describe a six day creation from nothing about 6000 years ago. Or, if it does, they 
say the words do not mean what they say, but mean something else that we need to 
be taught by some other authority than the Bible. They claim that to believe in the 
plain biblical account is a misunderstanding of Scripture, is unscientific, and is 
therefore a naïve, backward, and foolish belief.  

 This course is devoted to addressing this issue, and discussing why the 
biblical doctrine of creation is not a side-issue, is not a ‘non-essential doctrine,’ but 
is in fact essential to the very heart of the Gospel message, which is the Cross of 
Christ. The creation account, and the Bible generally, are not un-scientific or 
unhistorical. The Scriptures were written as God’s authoritative Word over every 
area of knowledge and existence, including history and science. In this course, the 
student will be encouraged to take to heart the LORD’s words: “Every word of God 
proves true; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His 
words, lest He rebuke you and you be found a liar” (Proverbs 30:5-6, ESV).  

COURSE TEXTBOOKS 

The Holy Bible (A literal translation of your choosing).  

Ham, Ken. 2012. The Lie: Evolution/Millions of Years. 25th Anniversary Edition: 
Revised and Expanded. Green Forest, Ark.: Master Books.  

Lisle, Jason. 2012. The Ultimate Proof of Creation: Resolving the Origins Debate. 
Green Forest, Ark.: Master Books. 

THE BIG QUESTION 

 Is the Bible the ultimate authority in every area, even history and science?  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 Students will: 

1) Continue to develop familiarity with the grammatical-historical (plain) 
reading of Scripture, allowing the Holy Spirit to interpret Himself (Scripture 
interpreting Scripture); 

2) Discover how every field of science, all knowledge, is founded on biblical 
(‘young-earth’) creation; 

3) Learn how the biblical doctrine of creation is rejected only by breaching the 
laws of logic; 

4) Study the origins, nature and history of the myth/theory of evolution; 

5) Be encouraged to believe all of God’s Word as written, confident in the 
Bible’s complete scientific and historical accuracy.  

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Assigned Reading – 15%  
• Read either Ham’s The Lie or Lisle’s Ultimate Proof in its entirety, and 

complete the Reading Declaration to that effect (form supplied by the 
professor).  

• Grading: /10 each.  

Declarations Due: Tuesday, March 31st 

Book Critique – 25% 
• Read and write a critique of the other course text (Ham or Lisle). I 

recommend underlining and/or highlighting the text as you read, and 
making notes as desired in the margins. This practice aids in focusing on the 
text and imbibing its message. Also, your notes will help in writing your 
critique. Using the guidelines on page 61 of the Student Handbook, write a 
five-page (5) critique. 

• Grading: /30   

Book Critique Due: Friday, March 13th 

Quizzes – 30% 
• At the start of class on the days listed, students will write a short quiz on 

recent lecture material: 
o Quiz 1: Tuesday, February 11th   
o Quiz 2: Monday, March 2nd   
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o Quiz 3: Friday, March 13th      
• Grading:  /10 each  

Quizzes Due: written and submitted at the beginning of class 

Video Lectures and Response Papers – 10% 
• Video 1: “Ken Ham vs Bill Nye Debate” (2 hours, 45 minutes): 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6kgvhG3AkI&t=1200s 
o After watching the debate, write a 3-page video report, following the 

‘Book Report’ guidelines on page 36 of the Student Handbook. 
Specifically (and substituting the word ‘video’ for ‘book’), follow the 
instructions under the headings: 1) ‘Review the Book,’ 2) ‘Critique the 
Book,’ and 3) ‘Application of the Book’.  

o In your ‘critique’ section, and given what we have learnt about the 
ultimate proof of creation, the A.I.P. test of worldviews, and logical 
fallacies, include an assessment of Bill Nye’s worldview and 
argumentation in comparison with Ken Ham’s. 

o Submit your report by email to your professor’s email address 
provided in this syllabus. In the subject line, write: “BT225, Video 
Report 1, [your name]” 

• Video 2: Ken Ham, “Science Confirms the Bible” (1 hour): 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFYswvGoaPU  
o After watching the lecture, write a 2-page video report, following the 

same guidelines as the previous report, found on page 36 of the 
Student Handbook.  

o Submit your report by email to your professor’s email address 
provided in this syllabus. In the subject line, write: “BT225, Video 
Report 2, [your name]” 

Reports Due: Friday, March 27th 

Final Exam – 20% 
• The final exam will be sent to you by email the morning of the exam. If you 

do not receive it, please let me know! You must print it off, and write the 
exam at the date and time here specified. You must ask a parent, elder or 
pastor to invigilate (proctor) the writing of your exam. Your invigilator must 
remain in the same room in which you write for the duration of the exam:     

• Friday, April 3rd, 9:00-10:00 am (1 hour to write)  
• Upon completion, immediately scan and email your exam back to your 

professor at the email address provided in this syllabus. In the subject field 
of your email, write: “BT225, Final Exam, [your name]”  

 All written assignments are to be typed in accordance with the NBC Study 
Guide for papers. Assignments will be graded on the basis of content, clarity, 
grammar, and spelling. Assignments will be due no later than 5:00 pm on the day 
that they are assigned.   
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ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
• Refer to the NBC Handbook [Relevant Academic Year] 

LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY: 
• Refer to the NBC Handbook [Relevant Academic Year] 

Reading: 350 pages 
Writing: 5 pages 

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY ON BIBLICAL CREATION 

Cooper, Bill. 2011. The Authenticity of the Book of Genesis: A Study in Three Parts.  
Portsmouth, Eng.: Creation Science Movement. 

---------------. 1995. After the Flood: The Early Post-Flood History of Europe Traced  
Back to Noah. Chichester, Eng.: New Wine Press. 

Gitt, Werner. 2005. In the Beginning was Information: A Scientist Explains the  
Incredible Design in Nature. Green Forest, Ark.: Master Books.    

Lisle, Jason. 2015. Understanding Genesis: How to Analyze, Interpret, and Defend  
Scripture. Green Forest, Ark.: Master Books. 

Morris, Henry M. 2002. The Biblical Basis for Modern Science. Revised and 
Updated.  

Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House. 

--------------------. 1976. The Genesis Record: A Scientific & Devotional Commentary 
on  

the Book of Beginnings. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House.  

Sanford, J.C. 2008. Genetic Entropy & the Mystery of the Genome. 3rd edition.  
Waterloo, N.Y.: FMS.  

Whitcomb, John C. and Henry M. Morris. 1961. The Genesis Flood: The Biblical 
Record  

and its Scientific Implications. Philipsburg, N.J.: P&R Publishing.  

Recommended Online Resources 

The searchable Holy Bible in every English translation: 
www.biblegateway.com    
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Searchable Bible in English and the original languages with concordances, lexica, 
and commentaries: 
www.biblehub.com  

Resources and searchable database of articles on the Biblical Creation: 
www.answersingenesis.com ; www.creation.com ; www.icr.org ; 
www.creationresearch.net  

Resources and searchable database of articles on Biblical archaeology from a Bible-
believing stance: 
www.biblearchaeology.org ; www.baseinstitute.org  

Resources on Biblical Creation and Science: 
https://www.creationsciencemovement.com/  

Resources on the authenticity of the Bible: 
http://www.authenticity.billcooper.org.uk/  

The Creation Science Association of Saskatchewan: sharing scriptural and scientific 
evidence for special creation and the Creator: 
http://www.creation-science.sk.ca/  
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